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those of the Reds.   The Ninth Red Army, which had been
a badly mauled in recent battles, numbered 11,000 bayonets,
5,000 sabres, and 52 guns, while the cossack forces totalled
14,400 bayonets, 10,600 sabres and 53 guns.
Activity was at its greatest on the flanks, especially where
the Volunteer-Kuban Southern Army forces were engaged.
' Simultaneously with a successful advance into the heart of
the Ukraine, the Volunteer Army under general Wrangel
brought strong pressure to bear on the Tenth Red Army,
and fighting furiously, pushed in the* direction of Saratov.
On July 28th the Kuban cavalry reached as far as Kamyshin,
taking prisoner a large part of the forces defending this
place. The counter-attack initiated by the Tenth Army was
repulsed. By a bold manoeuvre the Kuban-Terek cavalry
division threatened to outflank the Tenth Army's left,
and the Red Command had to withdraw its forces to a new
front. At this time the Tenth Red Army numbered 18,000
bayonets, 8,000 sabres and 132 guns, while the Volunteer
Army had 7,600 bayonets, 10,750 sabres and 68 guns. In
addition the \Vhites had tanks, and also a large number
of aeroplanes, which carried out reconnaissances and took
part in active operations. But even the French aeroplanes
and British tanks and guns failed to bring Wrangel success,
and he was unable to advance beyond Kamyshin. On this
sector there was a stubborn, protracted struggle, but only
insignificant changes in the front were effected.
At the end of July the*Red Armies prepared to renew
the attack along the whole of the central sector of
the Southern front. For this purpose, in accordance with a
plan drawn up by Trotsky, the Ninth and Tenth Annies
were united in a single shock force commanded by Shorin.
Reserves for this force consisted of the 28th division and a
brigade from the Kazan consolidated district, which had
been transferred from the Eastern front, and the 25th
division with a brigade from the Saratov consolidated
district. In addition the Southern front command strength-
ened their shock force with the troops which had been held
as front line reserves, and with the 56th infantry division.
An auxiliary blow was planned in the Voroniezh area,
utilising the forces of the Eighth Red Army, reinforced by
the 3ist infantry division which had been withdrawn from
the Eastern front, and by the 7th infantry division.